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Introduction
One of the instabilities affecting coastal region is transactional sexwhich has silently crept into the fishery sector with little or nothingdone about it. Extreme conditions of poverty in urban slum commu-
nities, low socioeconomic status and gender inequality may compel resi-
dents, especially adolescents, to engage in risky sexual behaviours, Ever
increasing population, lack of employment, crowded housing conditions,
low educations, low educational opportunities and sustenance at all cost has
left many at the mercy of transactional sex. Women are mostly affected by
transactional sex which is the exchange of sex for money, goods or services
and this reaches far to the fishery sector where they process, transport and
retail fish (Christophe and Mertenb, 2007). Transactional sex (T/sex) which
is the exchange of sex for wide array of goods and services is very common
(Chatterji et ai, 2004) and has been found to be one of the major contributing
factors for the Human Immune Virus and Acquired Immune Deficiencies
(HIV/AIDS) epidemic in Sub-Saharan Africa. Fishing communities in de-
veloping countries have been identified in the past decade as a sub-popula-
tion at significant risk of contracting HIV especially in countries with high
overall rates of HIV prevalence such as South-East Asian and Sub-Saharan
African countries (Kher, 2008). According to Macpherson et ai, (2012),
young men and women between the ages of 15 and 35 make up the majorityFisher folks at Tombo fish landing site
Respondents at the Tombo health centre
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Ocean to the west. The coun-
try has total area of 71 ,740km2
(27,699sq mi) divided into a land ~
area of 71,620km2 (27 ,653sq
mi). The country has four dis-
tinct geographical regions; coast-
al Guinean mangroves, the wooded hill country, an upland plateau, and the
eastern mountain. Eastern Sierra Leone is an interior region of large plateaus
interspersed with high mountains, where mount Bintumani rises to 1,948 me-
ters (6,391 ft) (Suzanne, 2006). A total of eighty semi structured question-
naires were administered randomly to selected members of the Tombo fishing
community. Men and women between ages 15 to 60 years were the targeted
group. The questionnaires contained demographic and socioeconomic infor-
mation; respondent's health status and relationship questions. The medium of
communication was simply krio (local English) interpreted by researcher to
English. Data used were based on observations and formal discussions with
both men and women involved in fish related activities in the study area. Oral
interviews and photographs were also used to record important information.
Sierra Leone is located on the
west coast of Africa, between the
7th and l Oth parallels north of
the equator. The country is bor-
dered by Guinea to the north and
northeast, Liberia to the south
and southeast, and the Atlantic
Methodology: Study Area
Source: Field Slirvey (2013)
Fig.4: Occupation of HIV-positive respondents.
-1
80 68.83 I60
40
18.83
20 8.44 a..3.890
fisherman fish trader others
monger
Fig.3: Ages of HIV-positive respondents.
40 35.06 35.71
30
20 16.88
10
0
15-25 26-35 36-45 46-55 above
years years years years 55
Fig.2: HIV·positive sexes in Tombo.
fem,,1e
10
10
10
so
29.8'
80
Fig.1: System of exchange.
pay cash sellandpay fish for love
10
e 70
!!£.60
t.- 50
Ii
~ 40
!!: 30
'"1- 20
80
90
Results
The demographic characteristics of respondents in the study area are pre-
sented in table l. It is evident from the result that 83.8% of the respondents
are between the active ages 15 and 45 years. Females constitute 71% and the
majority them arc married (76.3%). Tombo is predominantly inhabited by
muslins (93%) and 55% of the respondents had no formal education while
28.75% had Islamic education with 11.25% and 3.75% having both primary
and secondary education respectively which elicit high rate of illiteracy. Fish
mongers made up 47.5% of sampled respondents. Information on the health
status of the respondents is presented in table 2. Recurring malady among
sampled residents arc malaria (36.3%), common cold (35%), cough (10%),
high fever (7%), head ache (6%) and diarrhea (5%). Results obtained shows
that 66.3% of the respondents visit the Tombo Community Health Centre on
a regular basis. The number of respondents going for after treatment counsel-
ing is 13.8% and this suggest that they are probably HIV positive. Inter re-
lationship among the fisher folks is presented in table 3 and the result shows
that the relationship is cordial (50%); 47.5% reported very cordial while only
2.5% reported no cordial relationship.
It is evident that romantic relationship exist amongst them (36.3%). "Customers" is a coined word commonly used
for"boyfriend" by the fishmongers and mammies. and 48% of these people receive fish free; 2% reported exchanging sex
forfish, 78% pay cash at once while 20% pay after sales (Figure 1). The number of people living with HIV in Tornbo based
all the data received from the community health centre is presented in Figure 2. The results shows that 70.12% out 154 cases
ofpeople working in the fishery sector and this group is at highest risk of acquiring sexually transmitted infections including
HIY. The first case ofHIV/AlDS in Sierra Leone was diagnosed in 1987 and currently the number of people living with HIVI
AIDSis estimated at 50,OOO.Since 2005 the national prevalence rate of HIV among the general population has remained at
1.5%.There are signs of deelining HIV prevalence among antenatal clinic attendees from 3.5% in 2008 to 3.2% in 2010.
Despite this progress, the number of new HIV infections on an annual basis I»
currently estimated at 5,844 outstrips by far the AIDS-related mortality and (J
annual enrolment into antiretroviral therapy (ART). The existing behavioral 0
and structural HIV prevention interventions in the country still fall short of ~
the universal target in terms of both coverage and access to services. This ~
present study is a bold attempt at documenting information on the level of r-
HIV IAIDS prevalence among the coastal fisher folks of Sierra Leone. 9l'
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Religion
Christian 5 6.25
Muslim 75 93.75
Total 80 100
Educationalbackground
Noeducation 44 55.00
Primary 9 11.25
Secondary 3 3.75
Islamic 23 28.75
Tertiary I 0 0.00
Vocational 1 1.25
Total 80 100
Occupation
Fisherman 15 18.75
Fishprocessing 14 17.50
Boatowner 2 2.50
Fishmonger 38 47.50
Boatdriver 0 0.00
Pettytrader 6 7.50
Others 5 6.25
Total 80 100
Age
15-25 16 20.00
25-35 30 37.50
35-45 21 26.25
50+ 13 16.25
Total 80 100
Sex
Male 23 28.75
Female 57 71.25
Total 80 100
Maritalstatus
Single 13 16.25
Married 61 76.25
Divorced 0 0.00
Separated 2 2.5
Widowed 4 5
Total 80 100
Numberinhouseholds
1-5 19 23.75
5-10 48 60.25
Above 13 16.25
Total 80 100
Table1: Demographicand socioeconomic informationof respondents.
Variables Frequency % ---:":'Va-rc-ia--:-bc-Ie-s-----.-~F-re-q-ue-n-c-y-I,---o::-cyo------,
Conclusion
Majority of the respondents (93.8%) were Muslims with only 6.25% Christians and this probably account for the high house-
hold size: -10 (60%). A Muslim respondent affirmed having three wives and 21 children. Results obtained in table I showed
that 83.75% of the respondents were still in their active (reproductive) ages which is 15-45 years. According to These ages
are sexually active and can do anything to satisfy their desires. According to Oluwosegun (2009), these ages are active and are
crucial to agricultural and economic development. It implies that they are sexually active ages which support the finding of
NDHS (2003) that majority of those who contact the HIV/Aids virus fall under the age of30 years. This is also corroborated
by the statistics ofH IV cases obtained from the Tombo Community Health Centre which reported that 87.7% (I 5-45years) of
people are living with the HIV virus. Majority of the respondents (71.25%) were females while 28.75% were males. ldowu
~ (2010) noted that women form majority of the working force that is engage in post-harvest activities. Rowley et aI (2006)
~ reported that women are mostly affected by transactional sex and onc of the impacts of transactional sex is HIV. Majority of
~ the respondents 76.6% were married, but this would not prevent them from involving in economically motivated relation-
;; ship (T/Sex) which in the word ofOluwasegun (2009), is a tendency for sexual continuation, particularly among the married
(/) people. More than half of the respondents 55% had no formal education and this may affect their knowledge of HIV/AIDS
which is spreading very fast in the community and the country at large. The study revealed that 93.2% of the respondents'
trade in fish and fish related businesses and only 6.3% were into skilled labour (such as driving, carpentering, etc). Building
Capacity for the agricultural sector's responses to AIDS (2004) noted that migration is an important factor that favors HIV
transmission. Results from the Tombo Community Health Centre also show that 68.8% ofpeople living with the HIV virus are
traders that move in and out of the community on daily and weekly basis. Due to poverty women fishmongers have become
victims of fishermen who now demand sexual favours for fish (Awounda, 2003). Besides the supply offish for sex other form
of transactional sex within the fishing communities include sex for fish, sex for capital and sex for accommodation. Improv-
ing women's social and economic position is therefore an important component in changing women's behavior in these
exchanges (MacPherson, 2012). In fishing communities, increasing women's ability to access capital and savings in the form
of micro finance or village banking could improve their economic position. The high risks involved in fish trading and selling
means that access to more capital must come with more flexible repayment programs to ensure that women are able to repay
more when profits are higher and less when profits are lower.
reported are females while 29.87% are males.
Figure 3 shows age categories of Tombo residents that are living with the HIV virus. The highest proportion of resi-
dents that are positive falls in the age brackets 26 - 35 (35.7 I%) and 15 - 25 (35.06%). The prevalence decreased as age
increases which only mean that the sexually active members of the community are at the high risk of HIV/AIDS infection.
tv Fish traders who are mostly women ranked the highest HIV positive member of the community (68.83%) while fish mongers
o ranked the least (3.89%).
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Variables Freouencv %
No 27 33.75
Total 80 100
Hospital visited
Tombo Health Center 57 98.27
Out of Tombo 1 1.72
Total 80 100
Other means of recovery
Self·medication 15 68.18
Traditional medication
I
7 31.81
Other 0 0.00
Total
I
22 100
Hospitalized ailment
Yes 35 43.37
No 45 56.25
Total 80 100
Do blood examination
Yes 55 68.75
No 25 31.25
Total 80 100
Belong to a counsel group
Yes
I
11 13.75
No 69 86.25
Total 80 100
Variables Frequency %
No 52 65.00
Total 28 35.00
Free fish for relationship
Yes 80 100
No 24 48.00
Total 26 52.00
Sex for fish
Yes 50 100
No - 15 33.33
Total 30 66.67
45 100
Table2: Respondents' relationship with fishermen.
vanables Frequency %
Relationship among fishers
Notcordial
Cordial 2 2.50
Verycordial 40 50.00
Total 38 47.50
Rate of love overtures
Yes 80 100
INa 29 36.25
Total 51 63.75
Boy-girlrelationship
Yes 80 100
Table3: Respondents' health information.
Variables Fre %
Sick the past one year
Yes 74 92.50
No 6 7.50
Total 80 100
Periodicityof ailment
Once in awhile 32 40.00
Most often 42 52.50
Often 6 7.50
Total 80 100
Ailmenttype
Malaria 29 36.25
Diarrhea 4 5.00
Highfever 6 7.50
Cough 8 10.00
Head ache 5 6.25
Common cold 28 35.00
Total 80 100
Ailmentinterval
Continuously in a month 35 43.75
Morethan a month 5 6.25
Just for a week 40 50.00
Total 80 100
Visithospital for medication
Yes 53 66.25
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